Preveza 25th of January, 2017

Hi John and Jane Do,
We hope all is well and you're looking forward to your trip on Clio. Currently the trip dates that we
have on file for you are from 10th of June until 25th of June 2017 for 15 nights. The pick-up/drop-off
location are to be confirmed, but at this stage it would be somewhere in the Greek Ionian or Aegean
islands region.
When you book your flights, please send us a copy of your itinerary. As you know, it is not always
predictable exactly what day we can drop you off at an agreed location (but we have succeeded to do so
on every trip to date). Keeping a couple of days leeway for your return flight would be a good way to
prevent that we have to sail in less than ideal weather conditions or have to return early.
Your contribution for the 2017 season is €60/night per person twin share (€75/night for a single) with a
minimum of 6 nights. Please pay the balance in Euros when coming on board or make a bank transfer
before your arrival.
As we may have to turn away others to come on a trip with us, we will confirm these dates after we
have received a deposit of €100 per person, refundable until 8 weeks before the starting date of your
trip. We are happy to accommodate small changes in arrival or departure dates if they do not clash
with other reservations. You can find our banking details at the end of this info sheet or you can pay in
cash when coming on board. We will keep your pre-reservation until March 25, 2017.
This information sheet is unlikely to answer all your questions, drop us an email if there is anything we
can help you with.
Looking forward to our trip together and we will keep you updated on how we’re going. You can also
follow us via our sail blog: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/clio/
Cheers
Chris and Francis
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It is not a fully catered and pre-planned cruise

We would like to be certain that people do not join us with the wrong expectations, so to be sure to be
sure: we hope for your participation in deciding where to go and when (if weather allows of course),
and help to sail the boat if you’re interested (happy to show you the ropes, excuse the pun). We expect
your help in preparing meals (taking turns or preparing them together) when we eat on board and
keeping the boat livable and safe. We also suppose that people understand that some resources (e.g.
hot water, fresh water) on board are in limited supply and need to be used wisely. And last but not
least, we hope for your help in making sure we're having a great time.
IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE SO ALREADY, PLEASE READ OUR WEB SITE FOR MORE DETAILS:
http://sailingclio.org/index.html .

Medical info

If you have a medical condition that may need instantaneous treatment at times or needs a special diet,
please inform us so we can take that into account when planning our trip. In general, it would be good if
you could let us know medical conditions that have bearing on trip planning or sailing.
Medication: if you are on any medication, please bring enough for the trip as chemists on small islands
may not be able to supply them on short notice. Note that the amount of medication being brought
into Greece must not exceed 2 bottles/boxes of each medication and up to five different types of
medication. Codeine is considered a narcotic in Greece and must be covered by a doctor's prescription.
See http://www.greece.embassy.gov.au/athn/medication.html

Planning YOUR trip

Figure 1 shows a map of the Eastern Mediterranean with
the main ports in Greece (green labels with anchor icon)
and Turkey (white labels with sailboat icon). The red
scale line on Figure 5 represents 45 km (or 25 Nautical
Miles) and gives you an impression of the scale of the
area. Many islands are between 30 and 70 km apart (port
to port). The average speed of Clio is around 6 knots (6
nautical miles per hour, a bit over 10 km/hr). Sailing 4-6
hours per day is a good rule of thumb to get from one
island or anchorage to the next. This is also convenient as
it gives us plenty of time to get under way in the mornings Figure 1 Sailing the Greek islands on S/Y Clio
and have a leisurely stroll or nice snorkel (Francis’ daily
fix) in the afternoon.
We encourage you to have a look at Google Earth and the internet to help plan your trip. To give you
some pointers, we have included some information on example trips in Greece and Turkey.
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What to bring

We supply all linen, including bath and beach towels. We do not have a washing machine on board, but
you can wash small items of clothing by hand, if need be.
Swimming shoes: a sea urchin spike in your foot can ruin your holiday (they are very hard to remove
and often cause infections). Please use plastic or rubber shoes when swimming off the shore or
anywhere where you plan to stand up in the water. If you don't have any, buy them in Greece or
Turkey.

Snorkelling gear: we have some on board, but it is of low
quality and we would recommend that you bring your own.
Non-fitting masks or fins are a real annoyance.

Figure 2 The colors of Tilos harbor.

Luggage: there is limited space on board for large pieces of
luggage, depending on how many people are on board. So
please try to keep the size of your luggage medium and/or use
collapsible luggage such as travel bags instead of suitcases.

There will be 'quiet times' on board when anchored (and the crew is resting after a hard day's work), so
bring a good book (or two).
Internet: you can have Wi-Fi internet access during your stay if we
are in reach of a mobile phone connection (which is most of the
time). Please limit this access to sending/receiving email and
minimal internet use. If you need more capacity, we can arrange
that at cost (last year it was €30 for 10GB data download), please
let us know well before the trip so we can organize it.
Charging equipment: we have capacity on board to charge your
phone and laptops and tablets, both on 12V and 240V outlets.

Figure 3 It is worth to snorkel

Note that mobile phones bought outside Turkey may not work more than a couple of weeks, even with
a Turkish sim card. Only phones bought in Turkey, or registered phones outside Turkey (expensive and
complicated) will keep working.

Above all, bring with you a happy and adventurous spirit.
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Meals, fees and other costs
Based on our 2016 experience, we do not know what 2017 brings.
We often have breakfast and lunch on board. If
overnighting in a port, we prefer not to cook on board so
you can experience the local ambiance and enjoy your
choice of restaurant. If anchored out, the cooking and
cleaning up afterwards is shared between all.
We'll operate a ship's kitty for food, snacks and drinks
(alcohol is not included, BYO). Port and marina fees and
fuel are also paid from kitty. If we’re not anchoring, port
fees in Greece would be around €10-20 per night, about €3
per person with 4 crew members and the two us.
Anchoring is free and marinas are often very expensive
(€50-€100/night) so we avoid them when we can. Food
bought from the shops is relatively cheap in Greece and
Turkey, and amounts to €60-70 per person per week
Figure 4 We would not recommend the chops
(depending on your appetite!). Fuel costs depend on the
tonight
amount of motoring we have to do, which depends on
wind and weather conditions. Our experience is that fuel costs are around €10 per person per week,
also depending on how many people are on board.
So, we expect that the total contribution to the ship's kitty would be in the order of €100 per person per
week if 6 people share.

Entry visa
Turkey and Greece operate the same rule for tourist visas: you're allowed to stay 90 days in a 180 days
period.
For Turkey you can only buy your entry visa via their web site (https://www.evisa.gov.tr/en/).
BUY YOUR VISA FOR TURKEY ONLINE BEFORE YOU DEPART FOR TURKEY!
MAKE SURE YOU USE THE OFFICIAL TURKISH WEB SITE!
For Australian citizens have a look at the Australian Embassy web site:
http://www.turkey.embassy.gov.au/anka/TurkishTrstVisaReg.html
For US citizens have a look at the US State department web site:
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/country/turkey.html
Australian and US citizens do not need a visa for Greece (see http://livingingreece.gr/2007/06/10/noneu-countries-visa-free-travel-to-greece/).
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Insurance

While on board Clio you are not covered by any additional
health or accidents insurance. We recommend that you
take out travel insurance that includes a health and
accidents insurance component. We will ask you to sign a
waiver when you come on board (should be attached to
this email).
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Currency and banking facilities

Greece, as member of the European Union, uses the Euro (€), and
Turkey uses the Turkish Lira (TRY). Most places frequented by
tourists in Greece and Turkey will have ATMs and getting money or
paying with cards is quite easy in both countries is our experience.
Note that getting cash on Visa credit cards from ATM machines can
be expensive due to banking fees, exchange fees and Visa fees.
At the time of writing there are still banking restrictions in place in
Greece. However, this is of no concern if you use a non-Greek
(Australian, US) debit or credit card.
We have bank accounts in Greece and Turkey and transfer money
using foreign-exchange agents, which give considerably better exchange rates than our banks. If need
be, we can assist in exchanging currencies but you have to let us know well in advance. We do not take
commission or in any other way benefit from those transactions.
Table 1 Approximate exchange rates on April, 2017

Euro €

TRY ₺

A$

0.69

2.73

US$

0.93

3.62

For instance, AU$10 buys you about €7. In practice this will be a bit less, depending who you use to
transfer money. Banks and Visa are fairly expensive and may both take a percentage if you pay
overseas using Visa. We found that foreign exchange agencies (we use OFX, see
https://www.ofx.com/en-au/ways-to-transfer/) offer better rates.

Our contact détails
########

Our banking details in Greece
########
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Figure 5 Overview of Clio's sandbox, the Eastern Mediterranean.
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